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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



DR. MARK GEIER, et.aL, 



Plaintiffs, 



V. 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, et al.. 

Defendants. 



) 



) 



Case No. 1:05CV01749 



DECLARATION OF 

TRFN.1AMIN SCHWAR TZJVLD, 

1. 1 am an emplbyee of the United States Goveriiinent, workiBg as the Senior Science 
Advisor in the National ^Vaccine Progran. Office, Office of Public Health and Science, 
Depar^ent of HeaW. a^d Hunxan Services. I -as, previously assigned as the Associate Director 
for Science in the Natio'nal Immunization Program (NIP), Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC). 

2. h my previous posMon, 1 p^icipatri wi& academic and CDC co-autes in an 

^ysis of 40 scientific data related » the alleged association between exposure to thimcrosal 
containing vaccines and auUsm. In tins analysis. 1 worked with my co-attthors to revtew stndtes 
published in dte medicil literamre on flnmerosal and autism, assessed the quality of fte s«dies 
using accepted criteria, and drew conclusions based on the scientific evidence. 
■ 3. Assessmemtf the studies conducted by Dr. Mark Geicr and David Geier identified 

I • ^AT^.^ o>,<>rnil rnnclusion of ovsT review of all studies was that the 
methodological shortcomings and the overall conclusion o- oux icv 

asserted association between thimerosal in vaccines and autism was not supported by the 
evidence, contxaxy to the Geiers' position. Our smdy was published in Pediatrics, the peer 
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reviewed official journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

4. In our analysis of one of Dr. Geier publications, we questioned Ms analysis of 
naanufacturer-specific adverse event reporting rates because the policy of CDC is to not provide 
those confidential data outside the agency. We had been told by supervisors in the Branch ^d 
the Division where those data are maintained ihat they would not have been given out. Unknown 
to as, these data had been provided to the Geiers. 

5. When Dr. Geier infonned us ihat he had in fact obtained ihe manufacturer-specific 
adverse event reporting rales from CDC, we published a letter in Pediatrics aclcnowledging and 
regretting the error, consistent with standard practice. 

6. Similar fmdings of no association between thimerosal and vaccines and discussion of 
methodological flaws were published by the Institute of Medicine following a review conducted 

to evaluate thimerosal and vaccines. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 28 U.S.C. § 1746. 
Dated at Atlanta, Georgia, this f± day of November, 2005. 




BENJAMIN SCHWARTZ, M D. 



